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I- INTRODUCTION

This Paper is aimed to search the recent Turkish legislative framework on civil liability for oil pollution. The
subject of criminal liability® which is included in Criminal Law is not examined in this Paper.

Turkey’s domestic regime will be briefly explained but the main aim of this Paper is to consider
International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage, 1992 and International Convention on the
Establishment of an International Fund for Compensation for Oil Pollution Damage, 1992. Most of the
Mediterranean countries are the parties of these international conventions. Such as, Albania, France, Israel,
Cyprus, Lebanon, Monaco, Tunisia, Yugoslavia, Algeria, Spain, Italy, Libya Arab Republic, Malta, Syria Arab
Republic, Turkey and Greece.

Ratifying process of International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation,

1990 (OPRC) by Turkey is continuing. So, this Convention hasn’t been studied in this Paper.
The insurance related to civil liability is an another important theme of this Paper. The legal nature of this kind
of insurance; the obligations of the Contracting States, insurance certificates will be examined in the paper.
Besides insurance, many other solutions for compensating environmental pollution can be proposed like; State’s
sacrifice liability, establishment pool amongst insurance companies, environmental unions, dependent
cooperations, industrial pools and funds. Afterwards acceptance of the 1992 Fund Convention by Turkey,
entities, below described, are under obligation to be the members of the Fund.

II- INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS ON CIVIL LIABILITY FOR OIL POLLUTION DAMAGE
1- Convention on Protection Against Pollution of Mediterranean (the Barcelona Convention, 1976) *

In 1976, the Mediterranean States adopted the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea
Against Pollution (the Barcelona Convention) and two of its protocols. These are the Protocol for the Protection
of the Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft, and the Protocol concerning Cooperation in
combating Pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by Oil and Other Harmful Substances in Cases of
Emergency’.

According to the Article 12, on liability and compensation, Parties agrees to cooperate as soon as possible
for determination and acceptance of valid procedures for liability and compensation related to damage in marine
environment resulted from infringement of the rules of this Convention and its related protocols.

Protocol for the Protection of Mediterranean Sea by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft® has been prohibited
discharging of wastes and other substances, enumerated in Appendix I of this Protocol, to the sea area of the
Mediterranean. Crude oil, hydrocarbons which are obtained from oil and substances which are mixture of these
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* About criminal liability, see, TURGUT, 550-592.
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