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INTRODUCTION 

In the past decade frequently occurring floods claimed thousands of lives and caused economic loss of billions US dollars. Among them the Mississippi River flood in 1993, the Rhine River flood in 1995, the Yangtze River flood in 1998, the Haihe River flood in 1996, the storm surges in Bangladesh in 1991…are the most devastating. It is evident that the both the frequency and intensity of flooding are increasing. 

  The first International Symposium on Flood Defence in Sep. 2000, initiated by Profs. Toensmann and Koch, attracted more than 200 scientists and engineers gathering in Kassel University discussing the ever-increasing concerned problem and sharing experiences and strategies for flood defence. 

  Many scientists suggested to continue the technical forum and the Tsinghua University (One of the top University in China) is organizing the Second International Symposium on Flood Defence scheduled on Sep. 10-13, 2002. The purpose of the conference is to review the state- of-the-art of the studies on flooding and engineering and non-engineering strategies. The symposium (ISFD '2002) will focuses on a better understanding laws of flooding and environmental problems involved, different perspectives evolved, climate change and its impact on extreme hydrological events, and reporting new approaches to the study and flood control strategies.

  More than ever before, the Chinese government is committed to ensure better and sustainable environment for future generations. For this purpose it launched the well-known Three Gorges Project on the Yangtze River and the Xiaolangdi Reservoir on the Yellow River and is going to construct the so-called South-to-North Water Transfer Project. The symposium in China will provide not only a forum for exchange of the latest development in flood defence but also a chance for the participants of the conference to see the development of hydraulic engineering in China.

  The symposium is designed to attract researchers, practitioners, educators and public officials working or interested in flood control. Researchers will have the opportunity to share recent findings and techniques, and describe applications of new approaches with innovative methodologies to flooding problems. Practitioners can present recent experiences and discuss problems needing research, both in formal and informal settings. Educators can participate in organized discussions on issues in continuing education and training and share current efforts linking education, practice, and research. Public officials charged with responsibility for flood control and environmental quality will benefit from hearing current trends in research and applications, and can alert the profession to evolving needs in research and application.   The symposium will be held in Beijing, the capital city of China with a history of 3000 years. Beijing is the cultural, political, tourism center of China with many hotels of international standards and convenient transportation and communication facilities. The city proper extends over 16,800 sq. km, with population over 10 million. The autumn is the most beautiful season of the area with temperature between 20-30oC.  

THEME AND TOPICS

The main theme of the symposium is: “Prospect of living with flood in the 21st century” with main topics as follows:                      

-History of flood defence 

-Hydrology and precipitation

-Flood modelling

-Pollution and disease pathogens 

-Flood plain and flood plain management

-Floods and sediment 

-Reservoir and reservoir management 

-Urban drainage system 

-Global climate Modeling

-Coastal floods

-New development in flood prevention

-Real time control of flooding 

-Strategies/concepts on flood defence

-Laws and policies on flood control

-Experience and practices in flood control

-Engineering measures mitigating flooding disasters

-Flood insurance

CALL FOR PAPERS

Papers are invited on the topics indicated and others falling within the scope of the conference. The official language of the conference is English, so papers and all correspondence are required in English language. Two copies of abstract of about 400 words, clearly stating the purpose, results and conclusions of the work to be presented in the full paper should be submitted to the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) before 31 Dec. 2001 for review. Each abstract should clearly state the most relevant conference topics. The full-length paper is limited within 6-8 pages. LOC will forward simple typing instructions for preparing papers to the authors together with the notification of acceptance of their abstracts. No camera-ready manuscripts but a word-file of the paper (including all tables and figures) are required. The LOC will edit and print all papers in an identical format before sending for press. The proceedings will be published by an international press house.                                

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

To be invited.

CONFERENCE STRUCTURE 

Keynote lectures will be given in plenary sessions. Papers focussing on thematic complexes will be presented in parallel sessions in the first three days (the fourth day is scheduled for a one-day city tour). Papers may also be presented in poster sessions. The conference will offer facilities, including overhead, slide and beamer (computer projector) for presentations. Submitted abstracts would be peer reviewed and papers would be invited on the basis of the abstracts. The papers themselves would also be reviewed to ensure an appropriate technical and English standard for the meeting. The proceedings of the conference will be published in book form and will be available to delegates at the time of registration. A CD of the electronic version of the proceedings will be presented to the full-registered participants.  After the conference the proceedings will be widely distributed by the international book trade.     

  A one-day city tour and two conference banquets will be arranged for the delegates and their companions, which are included in the registration fee. 

REGISTRATION FEE 
The registration fee for participation in the conference will be US $500. A discount of 10% applies for members of IAHR and the sponsor organizations (US$450) or early payment before Aug. 1, 2002. The registration fee will cover the proceedings (book and CD), publication of papers, conference banquets, city tour on the last conference day, daily lunches and coffee & tee breaks. For students the registration fee is US$200 without the proceedings and US$300 with the proceedings. The fee for companion program will be US$150 covering the banquets, city tour and guided visits running in parallel to the conference, including the great wall, forbidden city, underground palace, the temple of heaven or the summer palace. Payment may be made by Check or bank transfer.               

POST CONFERENCE TOURS 

Post conference tours for all participants and their company is planed. Depending on the interest, the following routes may be arranged after the conference:

(1) The Yangtze River Three Gorges (5 days)-fly from Beijing to Chongqing, cruise down the Yangtze River through the three gorges, boat to the Daning River little Three Gorges, visit the Three Gorges dam construction site and the Ge-zhou-ba Dam. The tour will be end at Wuhan. Participants may continue their own  travel by boat, flight, bus or train or return to Beijing. The total cost is US$850.          

(2) Yunnan Tour (7 days) - fly from Beijing to Kunming, visit the stone forest, Dianchi lake, caves, Dali minority nationality cultural folklore travel; fly to Jinhong Xi-shuang-ban-na Dai people village, primitive tribe and primeval rain forest. The tour will end at Kunming. Participants may fly to Hong Kong or return to Beijing. The total cost is about US$1000.

(3)  Silk Road (6-7 days) - fly to Urumqi, visit Heaven Pool, Khazakh communes, Turpan city (a green land in Gobi desert), ruins of the Han Jiaohe town and Gaochang City, flaming mountains, underground canal (Kanat well), Dunhuang, Mogao Grottoes, Jiayu Pass (the west end of the Great Wall), and fly back from Lanzhou to Beijing. The total cost is about US$1100.

(4) Xi-an-Yellow River (6 days) –fly to Xi-an, visit the Qin Tomb (Terracotta sculptures of organized military warriors), Han tomb, the kettle fall, Sanmenxia and Xiaolangdi reservoirs, the Huayuankou and the flood defence system of the lower Yellow River, and return by first class train from Zhengzhou to Beijing. The total cost is about US$700. 

  The organizers however reserve the right to cancel any tour with less than 10 participants.

DEADLINES AND KEY DATES

Feb. 20, 2001
First announcement and call for 


papers

Oct. 31, 2001
Abstracts to be submitted to the local organizing committee 

Dec. 31, 2001 
Notification of acceptance of abstracts.

Feb.28, 2002
Full length papers with electronic version (diskette, CD or transfer by email) due for refereeing. Some papers may be returned to the authors for upgrading before final acceptance.

April 30, 2002
Notification of final acceptance of the 

paper

May 31, 2002
Finalized proceedings due for press house for binding

June 30, 2002 
Second announcement including the preliminary program, registration details and forms, etc.

Aug. 15, 2002
Final program

Sep.10-12, 2002 
Conference

Sep.13, 2002
City tour

Sep.14-20,2002
Post-conference tours
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