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Background and invitation

The Organising Committee invites you to attend the Conference in Solsona (Catalonia, Spain), which is to take place on the occasion of the Maria Sala’s retirement. The Conference will explore issues concerning river and catchment processes, with special reference to Mediterranean environments. Of central interest are the linkages between human impacts and catchments and river dynamics, as basis for environmental management. The conference is sponsored by 


IGU 
Commission on Land Degradation


CTFC
Forestry Institute of Catalonia


UdL 
University of Lleida


UIB 
University of the Balearic Islands


UB
University of Barcelona

The Conference will include excursions to sites of geomorphological interest in Catalonia, where Maria Sala and her former students have been undertaking research during the last decade.
Topics 

Contributions are invited in any field of Process Geomorphology, but particularly on:


sediment sources and transfer to the fluvial system


river processes and sediment transport


erosion processes and land degradation in drainage basins


human impacts on Mediterranean fluvial environments


water and sediment management

Themes

Participants are encouraged to address one or more of the following issues:


the last two decades of progress in process geomorphology and future prospects.


understanding anthropic impacts on the environment causing land degradation. 


present-day diagnosis and future key strategies of environmental management in Mediterranean rivers and catchments, and


linking process geomorphology with other earth and environmental science disciplines.

Organizing Committee

Ramon J. Batalla, University of Lleida / Forestry Institute of Catalonia (rbatalla@macs.udl.es)

Celso Garcia, University of the Balearic Islands (celso.garcia@uib.es)

Moshe Inbar, University of Haifa (inbar@geo.haifa.ac.il)

Scientific Advisory Panel
Adolfo Calvo (University of Valencia, Spain)

Alan Werritty (University of Dundee, UK)

Anthony Imeson (University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands)

Arthur Conacher (University of Western Australia)

Celeste Coelho (University of Aveiro, Portugal)

Desmond E. Walling (University of Exeter, UK)

Francesc Gallart (National Research Council, Spain)

G. Mathias Kondolf (University of California, US)

J. Carles Balasch (University of Lleida, Spain)

Jean L. Mercier (University of Strasbourg, France)

José Luís Peña (University of Zaragoza, Spain)

José Maria García-Ruiz (National Research Council, Spain)

Marwan Hassan (University of British Columbia, Canada)

Michael Church (University of British Columbia, Canada)

Olav Slaymaker (University of British Columbia, Canada)

Peter Ergenzinger (Freie Universität Berlin, Germany)

Susanne Schnabel (University of Extremadura, Spain)

Xavier Ubeda (University of Barcelona, Spain)

Symposium Programme


May 15 (Saturday): registration, get together in Solsona


May 16 (Sunday): registration, opening session (invited speaker), sessions (including keynote lecture)


May 17 (Monday): sessions (morning, (including keynote lecture) / excursion to the Ribera Salada Experimental Watersheds (afternoon)


May 18 (Tuesday): excursion to the Tordera River


May 19 (Wednesday): poster session, sessions (including keynote lecture), concluding remarks (invited speaker), farewell dinner


May 20 (Thursday): post-Conference excursions (optional: 1day/ Ebro River, 1day/ Anoia Watershed, 2 days/ Watersheds of the Island of Mallorca
Publications

Unrefereed papers submitted by participants will be available to attendees prior to the conference at the Forestry Institute of Catalonia web site (www.ctfc.es). Final registration will be accepted if accompanied by the entire paper (short version) at least two months before the conference. Details on how to submit pre-conference papers will be available in the second circular. Geomorphological Journals are being contacted to determine which may be most suitable to publish papers after completing their review process. 

Registration Fees

€ 300 early registration (students €50), before January 1, 2004
€ 400 late registration (students €100)

Includes Conference documentation (plus book of papers and excursion guides), get together reception, coffee-breaks and lunch during sessions, Farewell dinner and excursions to the Tordera and the Ribera Salada rivers.

Accommodation in Solsona 

Residence cost (estimated): € 100 per person (single occupancy). Includes 5 nights and breakfast in a very quiet residence attached to the Forestry Institute of Catalonia. Limited number of rooms; booking on a first come first served basis. To reserve accommodation in the residence a € 50 deposit is required by January 1, 2004. 

Hotel cost (estimated): € 250 per person (single occupancy). Includes 5 nights and breakfast in a ‘3-star’ hotel in Solsona. To reserve accommodation in the hotel a € 100 deposit is required by January 1, 2004. 

Venue

The Conference will take place at the Forestry Institute of Catalonia, Pujada de Seminari s/n, 

E-25280 Solsona, Tel. +34 973481752

Solsona is a small city (7800 inhabitants, mostly dedicated to the forestry industry and the tertiary sector) in the centre of Catalonia, 120 km northwest of Barcelona. The city is an old bishopric, very quiet and, of course, with excellent cuisine. Being the gateway to the Pre-Pyrennean headwaters, where most of the water resources in Catalonia are generated, fluvial geomorphology in the region offers beautiful examples of gravel-bed rivers, but also unfortunate cases of impacts on rivers’ ecosystems due to instream gravel mining and dams. Within this unique context, the location of Solsona away from the crowded tourist routes, brings the gift for conference participants of peace during the day and silence during the night; an uncommon but ideal situation for meditating on the past, present and future of process geomorphology.

Language

The official language of the Conference will be English.

Climate

The weather in Solsona in May is quite warm during the day and mildly cool at night. Mean temperature in May is about 14.5ºC and mean precipitation is 85 mm, with the sun shining on most days. 

Social Events

This section is still being developed. Information will be available in further circulars.

Accompanying persons

A range of additional activities will be offered to accompanying persons.

If you are interested in further details, and/or wish to make a presentation (Oral or Poster), complete the Expression of Interest form and return it to Ramon J. Batalla by email or post (addresses are at the end of this circular) by September 1, 2003.

International Conference on

River/Catchment Dynamics: Natural Processes and Human Impacts

Solsona (Catalonia, Spain), 15-20 May 2004

Expression of Interest

Name:

Affiliation: 

Address:

Telephone:

e-mail:

I plan to attend the Conference and wish to receive further circulars. I propose to present an oral presentation entitled: _________________

I plan to attend the Conference and wish to receive further circulars. I propose to present a poster entitled: _________________

Abstract (no more than 300 words)

Please, return it to Ramon J. Batalla, preferably by email to rbatalla@macs.udl.es or by post or fax to the Forestry Institute of Catalonia, Pujada del Seminari s/n, E-25280 Solsona (Catalonia, Spain), Fax ++34 973481392.

